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EPI SODE 3: YOU RE KI LLI NG ME

SOUND: MUSI C:. SOFT, | NSTRUVENTAL, ELEVATOR TYPE OF MJSI C
THE KIND OF SONG YOU M GHT FALL ASLEEP TO. REPETATI VE, BUT
NOT  OBNOXI QUS

SOUND: AN UNCOMFORTABLE MAN TAKES A SEAT.

SAM
H... I'"’mhere for--

KAREN
Hello, M. Plinkett! Take a seat, take a seat! My nane
is Karen, |I'll be taking care of your order today. My
| call you Sam or Sammy?

SAM

Usual ly | go by-- (defeated)

KAREN
| like to feel that ny clients and | have a speci al,
personal bond, you know? It helps with the process and
really just nmakes this whole thing so nmuch nore
pl easant for everyone. O herwise, |I feel like a used
car sal esman or sonething, you know?

SAM
Well, I guess I--
KAREN
So, what can | do for you, Sammy?
SAM
Unh... You know... I’mhere for...uh--
KAREN
Have you had a | ook through our catal og?
SAM
Not exactly. | kinda thought that | coul d--
KAREN
Ch. That’'s perfectly fine, Sammy. Here you go, take
your time.
SAM

| don't think | need it.



KAREN
| certainly hope you aren’t reconsidering. W here at
One Small Step pride ourselves on the fact that we have
sonet hing for everyone.

SAM
No, it’s just, | nmean, it’s a huge catal og and- -

KAREN
| understand that we offer quite the variety and, given
the i nportance of such a decision, many of our clients
feel overwhel med, at first, but | assure you | am here
to wal k you through each and every step to see to it
that you feel confortable and satisfied with your
pur chase.

SAM
No, | nean, | already know what | want. | don’'t need--

KAREN
Ch Samy, | am so happy to hear that! To be honest,
|’ve lost a few clients recently, sticker shock and
what - have-you, and ny boss isn’'t exactly happy about
it. Between the two of us, |I’mnot sure how nuch | onger
"Il be here if things keep going this way--

SAM
You nean?
KAREN
They' |l fire ne.
SAM
...
KAREN
O, "let me go". You know the drill
SAM
| thought you neant--
KAREN
But, this is fantastic! I'’mglad you we able to find
sonmet hing. So, which will it be?
SAM
What ?
KAREN

Wi ch package have you deci ded on?



SAM
Package?

KAREN
Yes. | need to confirmyour selection, and input the
package i nformation into our database to ensure that
your order is processed as efficiently as possible. W
woul dn’t want any confusion upon delivery, you
under st and.

SAM
Ri ght.

KAREN
So. What is the package nunber?

SAM
| just want a brownie. A single brownie, nothing fancy
on top, nothing in the mddle. Just a browie. And I
want to hear the song... Un.. Wuat’'s it called? The
one from Ghost? Have you seen that novie?

KAREN
No.

SAM
Unchai ned Mel ody! That’'s what it was. Unchai ned Mel ody.
| would |like a brownie and Unchai ned Mel ody pl ease.
That’s it.

KAREN
| apol ogi ze, Sammy, but 1’ve only been with the conpany
for a short while now, so | don’t exactly have all of
t he packages nenorized. There are over 7000 choi ces,
you understand. So, if it isn’t too nuch trouble, would
you mnd telling me which nunber that is?

SAM
| don’t know.
KAREN
What do you nean?
SAM
| just want a browni e and Unchai ned Mel ody.
KAREN

| amnore than happy to oblige, | just need to know
what nunber to type into the system so we can nove
forward with your order.



SAM

It’s just a brownie and a song. Can you, |ike, type
t hat

in or sonething?

KAREN
kay, no worries, let’'s see if we can find your
selection in the catal og. Thankfully, there’'s a
gl ossary.

SOUND: KAREN FLI PS THROUGH THE CATALOG

SAM
Ckay.

KAREN
Hm Magic show. No. Mermaid Musical. No. Mustard Gas..
Too far. A-ha! Here we are! Nunmber 4815! A fudge swirl
browni e acconpani ed by the song | Feel Good. Alright,
Sam | will get that started for you, right away.

SAM
Wait. What did you just say?
KAREN
| s there a problenf
SAM
| said I wanted Unchai ned Mel ody.
KAREN
| see. Hn Are you sure?
SAM
Yes, |’ m sure!
KAREN
| don’t want to split hairs here, Sammy, but |’ m al nost
positive you said, "I Feel Good".
SAM
| didn't.
KAREN
Well, unfortunately there are no substitutions.
SAM

What about anot her package? There has to be sonething
you can do.

KAREN
Alright. Let’s take another |ook. Unchained... Mel- O -
kay, here we go, | think you'll like this one, numnber
1623. Unchai ned Mel ody, a canonball, and a piece of

chocol at e cake.



SAM
Is this a joke?
KAREN
| beg your pardon?
SAM
| want a brownie not a piece of cake.
KAREN
| hear you, but, to be fair, what is a browie if not
just an overcooked pi ece of cake?
SAM
It’s a browniel
KAREN

| suppose you could say it’s an undercooked cookie, but
that m ght be considered a stretch

SAM
Okay, |’ m | eaving.

KAREN
Pl ease don’t give up on us! | just know we can find
sonething that will work for you

SAM
| thought this was supposed to be a respectabl e place.
| come here looking for-- | just want to be taken
seriously for once inny life. | just wanted a sinple
song and a friggin browie is that really too much to
ask?

KAREN
|’mdoing all | can, Samry. |f there was sonething nore
| could do, please knowthat I'd do it. | understand

how personal and serious this decision is, and I
sincerely, fromthe bottomof ny heart, apol ogize for
of fering you cake.

SAM
Forget it, I'Il just go buy a gun somewhere.

KAREN
Pl ease don’t say that.

SAM
Wiy? What does it matter?

KAREN
We offer upwards of 400 different packages with a
vari ety of firearnmns.



SAM
Oh.

KAREN
And, at least 4 of themcone with a browni e.

SAM
| don’t want a gun!

KAREN
The gun is hardly the selling point here, Samy.

SAM
Stop calling nme Samry! My nane is Sam Just call ne
Sam

KAREN
Whoa, Sam | apologize if |1’ve offended you. | was just
trying to be personable, | prom se.

SAM
| don’t want you to be personable, |I didn't come here
to make friends. | cane here-- My god.

KAREN
Sam | want to help you, and you know |’ m pretty
desperate for a sale, right now, so let’s just be
honest with each other, okay? You could easily find a
bakery somewhere that would fill your nmouth with al
t he overcooked cake your heart desires. You could pul
out your phone and type in literally any song and hear
it ina mtter of seconds.

SAM
That’'s not the point.

KAREN
Exactly. So, why are you really here?

SAM
... | hate ny job. | hate the people | work with. My
boss is an idiot. Every tine he opens his nouth, | want
to rip out ny eyes so | have sonething to shove in ny
ears, just so | don't have to listen to his stupid

ideas. | hate the custoners. It’s everything. | hate
everything and | hate it. | hate that | hate these
people. | don’'t want to be this person. I don’'t want to

feel these things anynore but | can’t--

KAREN
As much as | dislike losing a sale, it kind of sounds
i ke what you really need is a new job.



SAM
VWhat’'s the difference? It’s the same everywhere.

KAREN
Vll, it sounds like you don’t |like being told what to
do.

SAM

Does anyone?

KAREN
Maybe you' re just the kind of person who belongs in
managenent ?

SAM
|"ve tried. The conmpany | work for doesn’'t pronote from
wi thin, and everywhere |’ve applied only wants to hire
new managers w th managenent experience.

KAREN
How are you supposed to get the experience if they
never hire you as a manager?

SAM
Exactly.
KAREN
| understand. You seemlike a decent guy, | hate to
hear you like this. I wish there was sonething | could
do.
SAM
Are you guys hiring?
KAREN
Managers? Unfortunately, no....
SAM
Oh.
KAREN
But, we do offer a |ovely managerial package.
SAM
You do?
KAREN
Yeah, let ne see... Yeah. Here we go. Nunber 4200. It
cones with an office, an assistant, and... |ook at

that, the breakroomis stocked w th brownies, donuts,
and cof f ee.



SAM
That's perfect. \Wat about the song?
KAREN
It doesn’t specify, but since you d be the boss, and
the roomcones with a conputer |I’msure we could work
sonet hi ng out.
SAM
Ww, thank you Karen. That sounds..
KAREN
My pl easure, Sam
SAM
So, the manager’s office?
KAREN
It’s all yours. Executive naneplate and all
SAM
What about the assistant? What am | supposed to--
KAREN
The assistant will listen to your every command. You
can have whatever you want while you have the room
SAM
That's fantastic. I'Il take it.
KAREN
| am so happy to hear that, Sam | knew we could find
somet hi ng that woul d make you happy. | will put that
order in for you, right away. Do you have any further
questions or concerns before we finalize this thing?
SAM
The brownies, they' re--
KAREN
Ful | of poison, yes.
SAM
But, is there any chocol ate fudge on top?
KAREN
Nope, just a regular, plain chocol ate brownie.
SAM

Perf ect.



